
 

    

Mission StatementMission StatementMission StatementMission Statement 
 

Because we are a part of the family of 
God, saved by grace through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we are empowered by 
God, to provide the means for Christian 
growth, and to equip the members, 
with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be 
the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ 
in our daily lives. 
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OFFICE HOURS 
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Wednesday Chapel—7:00 p.m. 
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High School Youth 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m. 
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 W hen was the last time you 
affirmed your baptism? 

On October 25th, Hanna Miller, Mor-
gan Welch, Sarah Woodworth, Laine 
Stary, and Faith Verbruggen, will 
affirm their baptism with the Rite of 
Confirmation.  So, what     exactly 
does it mean to affirm one’s bap-
tism???  First let’s take a look at 
baptism!  As Lutherans we present 
our children for baptism usually 
when they are infants.  They are    
not able to make promises and so 
parents,  sponsors, and the congrega-
tion promise to raise the child in the 
Christian faith…to teach them the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Command-
ments, the Apostles’ Creed…to bring 
them to the services of God’s 
house…to provide for instruction in 
the Christian faith.  Now, that is a 
huge responsibility! 

 

As these sisters and brothers in 
Christ grow in their faith they are 
invited to affirm the faith into which 
they have been baptized.  Those 
making affirmation are addressed in 
this way:  “You have made public 
profession of your faith.  Do you in-
tend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in Holy Baptism?”  
Notice – it is God’s covenant made 
with us!  Baptism is God acting first 
in claiming us as God’s own.  It is a 
gift from God! 

 

 

The prayer is that every person 
claimed by God in baptism will say, 
“yes”: 

○ to live among God’s faithful people, 

○ to hear his Word and share in his    

supper, 

○ to proclaim the good news of God in 

Christ through word and deed, 

○ to serve all people, following the      

example of our Lord Jesus, 

   and to strive for justice and peace 

in all the earth. 

 

As Hanna, Morgan, Sarah, Laine, 
and Faith say “yes”, let us as a con-
gregation, continue to support them 
in their faith journey.  Even more, 
let us continually consider how we 
personally, and as a congregation, 
live out our baptismal promises.  Do 
we live among God’s faithful people?  
Do we make a point to attend wor-
ship to hear God’s Word and share 
in his supper?  Do we proclaim the 
good news through our words and 
deeds?  Do we go out of our way to 
strive for justice and peace – even 
when it is uncomfortable? 
 

As Reformation Sunday approaches, 
let us call upon the Holy Spirit to 
move among us that we might live 
fully God’s covenant made with us in 
baptism – that we might be people of 
reformation and transformation in 
the world. 

   God’s Peace, 

   Pr Mary 



 

511 Madison Street 
Oconto,  WI  54153 
Phone: 920-834-2460 FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY 

 

TUESDAY 

 

WEDNESDAY 

 

THURSDAY 

 

FRIDAY 

 

SATURDAY 

    1 
Noon - 2 Oconto 
Clergy Group Meeting 
 

PM Pastoral Visits 
4   Bishop/Moore 
      Wedding Rehearsal 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 

4:30 Ministry of 
Stewardship 

2 
 
 
1 Bishop/Moore  
     Wedding 
 
 
7 AA 

3 
 
2 - 6 Cub Scout 
  Popcorn Blitz 
Day & Pizza Party 
 
6 Youth Movie 
  Night  “Inkheart” 
 

4 
 
9 Worship 
  Holy Communion 
 
Coffee Fellowship 
 Forum - 
   Human Sexuality  
   Social Statement 
 
6:30 Scouts 
 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

6 
9 - ? Pastor Mary at 
   Shawano Conference 
   Meeting 
 

6 Ministry of 
    Building & 
    Property 
 

6:30 Ministry of  
Community Out-
reach & Fellowship 

7 
 
10 AA 
1 Ladies Aid 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

8 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

10 
 
 
Noon - 10 
 AA Anniversary &  
  Potluck Dinner 
 
 

11 
 
 
9 Worship 
 
6 Cub Scouts 
6:30 Scouts 

12 
 
 
 
7 Sarah Circle 
 
7 AA 

13 
 
 
 
 
6   Ministry of  
  Budget & Finance 
 
6 Ministry of 
  Worship Planning 

14 
 
 
 
10 AA 
1:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

15 
 

PM Pastoral Visits 
 

4:30 Weight Watchers 
 

6 Ministry of 
 Christian Education 
 

6:30 FALC Women 
 General Meeting 
 

6:30 Ministry of  
     Discipleship,   
    Evangelism and  
     Membership 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

17 
 
9 - 5 Woodworth 
    Baby Shower 
  Fellowship Hall 
 
10 - Noon 
   Cub Scouts 
 

18 
 
9 Worship 
  Holy Communion 
  Bailey Baptism 
 
Coffee Fellowship  
 
6:30 Scouts 
 
 

19 
 
 
6:30 Pot-Luck Book 
 Discussion: “The  
                    Shack” 
 
6:30 Bracelet- 
  Making Class 
 
7 AA 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
6 Council Meeting 

21 
 

10 AA 
1:30 Naomi Circle 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 
 

~Tie Deadline~ 

22 
 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 

23 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 

24 
 
10 - Noon Cub 
Scouts Food For 
Hungry Bag Pick-
Up 
 
 
 

25 
 

9 Worship 
Confirmation Sunday 

6 Cub Scouts 
6:30 Scouts 
 
~Order Deadline 
 for All Saints Day 
Candles~ 

26 
 
 
 
5 Manna Meal 
 
7 AA 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
 
10 AA 
5:30 Meal 
5:50 High Five 
     Confirmation 
   “Wednesday Nite” 
6 - 6:45 Bible Study 
7 Chapel 

29 
 
PM Pastoral Visits 
 
4:30 Weight Watchers 
 
 

30 
 
 
 
 
7 AA 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 

       

O C T O B E R   2 0 0 9 

Mary E. Zupansic, Pastor 

E-mail: pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org 

Note: The October Omega Circle meeting 
has been rescheduled. Watch the Sunday 
announcements for the rescheduled date. 

  ~Irene Nerenhausen 

Pastor Mary out of the office for the Fall Theological Conference 



 

2009 QUILT RAFFLE PLANNED 

   A heart felt thank you goes out to 
Elaine Heroux for once again crafting a 
beautiful quilt for the raffle. This year the 

proceeds will benefit the Phase II Building Renova-
tions per the crafter’s choice. 

 The kick off to distribute tickets was at the 
September 30th Harvest Supper. Starting October 
4th, tickets will be available prior to worship. The 
drawing will be on December 6th during coffee 
hour after Sunday Worship. 

  ~Ministry of Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership 

____________ 

Coffee Fellowship Gatherings Planned 

 On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month, join 
your friends and family for coffee fellowship after 
worship. October 4th’s fellowship will be hosted by 
the Ministry of Fellowship and Community Out-
reach. October 18th’s will be hosted by the Ministry 
of Stewardship.  A sign-up sheet will be placed in 
the Narthex for groups, Teams, families, and 
friends to reserve a date to host a coffee fellow-
ship. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Attention all FALC Women 

 The general meeting for the Women of ELCA is 
Thursday, October 15th at 6:30 p.m.  This is the 
meeting where we disburse the money made at 
the Harvest Supper.  Please come! 
 Help us to decide which groups we are going to 
support. 
     ~Carole Bartanen 

--------------- 
 

PLEASE, BE CAREFUL… 

 
 A neighbor stopped in to ask that parents 
remind their children to be careful riding your bikes 
near the church (and in the neighborhood!). With 
darkness falling earlier and High Five students rid-
ing past the church and coming out suddenly into 
the street, accidents can occur.  Stop, look both 
ways, and wear reflective clothing or 
place a reflector on your bike. 
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Bracelet Making Class 
 

 Cindy and Maggie Henning have graciously agreed 
to host another bracelet making class. The class will be 
held here at First American on Monday, October 
19th beginning at 6 pm.  We will be making a "Packer 
bracelet" and possibly a "Blue Devils Bracelet."  This 
class is for beginners and also the more advanced 
individuals.  The cost will be for materials, between $5.00 
and $7.00. 
 If your child is under the age of 13, an adult should 
accompany the child. Please register with Cindy, Maggie 
or Jane Heise so that we may have the appropriate 
number of items available for everyone. So please come 
and join in this fun fellowship. Refreshments will be 
served. We will meet in a classroom.  
          ~Jane Heise 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
October Book Discussion Planned 

 Join your fellow readers on Monday, October 19th at 
6 p.m. for a pot-luck gathering followed by discussion of 
“The Shack,” by William P. Young. Thank you to Kathy 
Votava for asking for a book discussion and for 
suggesting the text.  The book became popular by word-
of-mouth and has become a New York Times bestseller.  
Several First American members have also mentioned 
reading it. Pick up or borrow a copy and plan to come!  
You do not need to be finished to join in the discussion.  
The gathering will take place in the lounge. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church Booyah 
 

 Enjoy Booyah on Sunday, October 11th, from 11 
a.m. until gone.  Adults $6, Children 12 & under $3. 
Carryouts available, $4 per quart. 1253 County J, Little 
Suamico. Questions? Call (920) 826-7785. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MANNA MEALS 
 

 October’s Manna Meal will be held on the 26th at 5:00 
PM.  The monthly meal is for anyone who wishes a well-
balanced hot meal.  The meals are free of charge, and all 
are welcome, from the very young to Senior Citizens and 
families with children.  This meal program is supported 
by the Lutheran, Catholic and Presbyterian and Gospel 
Churches of Oconto along with community volunteers.  
Reservations are not required, but help tremendously in 
planning and preparing the meal.   To make 
reservations call (920) 834-2460.   If no answer, please 
leave a message.  We ask that you call by Sunday, the 
day before the meal.  Again, you are welcome without a 
reservation. This month's meal is sponsored by First 
American Lutheran Church. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE CHURCHWIDE 

ASSEMBLY OF 2009  
 
 
 If our ELCA allows for the recognition of 
same-sex relationships does that mean that 
our congregation must do the same?  
 
 No. The mission of each congregation is 
led by the decisions of your official meetings 
of the congregation, your church council, lay 
leaders (both called and volunteer) and your 
pastor(s). If the mission of your congregation 
would not be served by allowing for the rec-
ognition of same-sex relationships you will 
not be forced to do so. The decision belongs 
to the local congregation.  
 
 If our ELCA allows for persons in same-sex 
relationships to receive ordination does that 
mean our congregation will be forced to do 
the same?  
 
 No. As above, the congregation holds the 
right by current practice, historical precedent 
and by constitution to offer a call to a pastor 
or other rostered leader. If the mission of your 
congregation would not be served by allowing 
a person in a same-sex relationship to serve 
as your pastor or rostered leader than you will 
not be forced to call such a person. The deci-
sion belongs to the local congregation.  
 
 If our congregation does not go along with 
the actions of our 2009 Church-wide Assem-
bly will we be punished in any way or ‘looked 
down upon’ for doing so?  
 
 No. Our 2009 Churchwide Assembly also 
voted clearly to safeguard the differences of 
opinion we have in this matter. We have cho-
sen to allow for these changes. We have not 
chosen to make these changes across the 
church. The decision for mission that each 
congregation makes in this matter will be re-
spected and honored.  
 

 
 
 What if our pastor (key lay leader) thinks one 
way and we think another way? What’s the best 
way to work that through?  
 
 It is best for pastors, lay leaders and congre-
gations to set mission plans together. It is rarely 
wise, on any issue, for the pastor/lay leaders 
and the congregation to head off in totally differ-
ent directions. Wise conversations, guided by 
God’s Holy Spirit can lead you and your leaders 
to a statement of mission that can serve as a 
guide for how you will deal with this and all 
other matters of ministry that you face together 
in Christ.  
 
 So, if we do not appreciate these changes we 
do not have to make them a part of our minis-
try? Likewise, if we do appreciate these 
changes we can make them a part of our minis-
try?  
 
 Yes and Yes. Your sisters and brothers 
across our ELCA are partners in mission and 
trust the mission field you tend to your faithful 
and Spirit-led discipleship. The decisions that 
help you proclaim the name of Jesus best will 
be respected and expected along the way.  
 

~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 
Sunday, November 1, we will remem-
ber all saints!  Martin Luther reminds us 
that every person who has been bap-
tized is a saint – a child of God.  On the 
first of November we will remember 
those who have joined the ‘church mili-
tant’ (the church on earth) in the past 
year through the sacrament of baptism.  
We will also remember those who have 
joined the church triumphant (the 
church in heaven) in the past year.  
Finally, we will remember all of our 
loved ones, family and friends who are 
part of the communion of saints.  Join 
us as we remember and give thanks to 
God for ALL the Saints!  



 

are expected to attend camp either during 
7th or 8th grade.  You should have received a 
registration form during class.  Please fill-out 
the form and return it along with a check for 
$45.00 to the church office as soon as pos-
sible. 

 
▪ Please review the Confirmation require-

ments.  Pastor Mary will be checking in with 
students to see how they are doing. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Notice to Ninth Grade 
Confirmation Students 

 
 Your ‘Faith Statements’ are due, Wednesday, 
October 7, 2009.  Please remember that you will 
each meet with Pastor Mary for an individual con-
ference.  If you do not remember when you are 
scheduled to meet with Pastor, please email her at: 
pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

October Youth Movie Night
 

 

Join us Saturday, October 3rd, at 6 p.m. for 
“Inkheart.”  As always, junk food will be 
served.   ~Brad Weber  

2009 HIGH FIVE, CONFIRMATION, HIGH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS INSTALLED IN SEPTEMBER 

 
 Thank you to our teachers installed on 
September 27th. They are: 
 Preschool:  Ophelia Neta and Jenni Viestenz;  
Kindergarten:  Jane Weber; First-Second Grade:  
Paula Moe and Amber Trepanier; Third-Fourth 
Grade:  Jessica Honish and Elizabeth Olson; Fifth-
Sixth Grade:  April Chartrand, Carla Kobus and 
Crystal Kobus; Substitute Teacher:  Jennifer Hipke; 
Confirmation:  Pastor Mary, Mike Loomis, Tom     
Olson, and Leanne Trepanier; High School:  Brad 
Weber. 
 

 
Notice to Seventh & Eighth Grade 

Confirmation Students 
 
▪ Reminder that you are to sign-in when at-

tending Sunday morning or Wednesday eve-
ning worship services.  The sign-in binder is 
located in the narthex (look for a white 
binder). 

 
▪ Camp Blast is just around the corner 

(November 13-15).  Confirmation students 
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Given in Memory of: 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Given by: __________________________________________   Phone: # ______________ 

Number of Candles ______________ x $4.00 per candle = _________________ 

Candles will be lit during 9 AM worship on Sunday, November 1st.  This will be a special service and will include reading of the 
names.  Candles may be picked up any time after Sunday’s service. Deadline to purchase candles is Sunday, October 25th.  
Please return this form with payment to the church office.  Thank you.   ~Brad Weber 
 
 

Candles have been graciously given by Ray Ackerman and Ackerman Funeral Directory & Cremation Service 

Sponsored by 
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FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING NOTES 

September 15, 2009 

Present:  Pastor Mary, Welch, Gallagher, Motiff, Berry, Evans, Gegare, Hanson, Heise, Mercier, Stock, Treasurer 
Gannigan.    Excused: Henning        Absent: Peterson 
 
Called to order at 6:03 p.m.  Opening prayer and devotion given by Paul Welch. 
 
Welcome to Cindy Evans who volunteered to finish Dave Dunst’s term. 
 
M/S/C to accept the minutes of the August 18, 2009 Congregation Council Meeting. Heise, Stock 
 
M/S/C to accept the Treasure’s Report.  Berry, Gallagher. 
Office expense also includes the moving expenses. Debt payment was to a member for interest on their loan to the 
church.  Church maintenance is 50% behind what is budgeted. 
 
Motion was made to table discussion on the license for youth movie night until the October meeting. Pastor Mary 
will research the church resource center on what is needed. 
 
Pastor’s Report: (1) A team of teachers for confirmation has been completed. (2) Pastor Mary will work with the 
Oconto Clergy Group to make a policy for the use of the church proper for non-members in regard to funerals and 
weddings. (3) Pastor May will be holding two forums concerning the ELCA Statement on Human Sexuality-the vote 
and its implications.(4) A “team planning day” will be coming up on a Saturday in January to make a calendar for 
the year and avoid duplication of activities. 
 
All Ministry Teams gave reports as listed in the Tie. 
 
Old Business:  Dale Hanson has volunteered to look over our FALC insurance policy. 
 
M/S/C request for Yvonne Banach, Wesley Borchert and Violet Borchert to transfer to Zion Lutheran Church in 
Peshtigo. Heise, Mercier 
 
M/S/C for AA to use facility on Saturday October 10, 2009 for their annual pot-luck anniversary gathering. Deposit 
of $100.00 was included with the application. Hanson, Stock 
 
M/S/C for Lexi Woodworth to use facility on Saturday October 17, 2009(tentative date) for a baby shower. Deposit 
to be paid upon approval. Hanson, Berry 
 
Correspondence:  (1) Filled out questionnaire for Crossways. Declined request for 30 minute meeting with council..  
(2) Building & Property Team will look at letter from Green Bay Yellow Pages. 
 
Publication:  (1) Bread by the Bay is in need (except canned vegetables) of dried foods. (2) Thank you for your 
time contributed when our church was in need and farewell to Dave Dunst and family who has transferred.           
(3) Welcome to Cindy Evans for finishing Dave’s term on the council. 
 
M/S/C to adjourn at 8:14 p.m. Berry, Mercier 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - OCTOBER 20TH @ 6 PM (3rd Tuesday of each month) 
Questions? Suggestions? Proposals? Opinions? 

The Council invites all members to contact them or to attend meetings. 
(If you wish to be placed on the agenda, contact Council President Paul Welch.) 



 

 

Greeting friends and neighbors, 
 There are two items I would like to share with you in this month’s issue of “Two Cents”.  First, Pastor 
Mary seems to be settling nicely into the parsonage.  Some repairs, some paint, and lots of love went into pre-
paring the parsonage for Pastor Mary, Auggie, and Eliot to live in.  I would like to remind all that the parsonage 
is hers to live in, as long as she chooses. 
 Secondly, I am very excited about the support our congregation has put into the Joining Hands – Phase 
II project with an overwhelming vote to go ahead with the plan.  I see the funds coming in almost daily and am 
confident that the first two projects on the list, the new roof and phone system, will be in place within a few short 
months.  Please look deep into your faith, family, and pocket books to support the Phase II project. 
         God bless you all, 
         Paul Welch 

TWO CENTS FROM THE TREASURER AND PRESIDENT 

COMPARISON OF ACTUAL CORE EXPENSES VS. ACTUAL CORE INCOME 

(FOR  AUGUST 2009) 
 

 MONTH YEAR TO DATE 
Personnel Expense 6,675.64 67,572.21 

Administrative Expense 2,224.38 10,167.26 

Building Expense 7,588.49 26,620.24 

Education Expense 103.00 741.31 

Celebration & Worship Expense 109.00 1,357.88 

Debt & Interest Payments Expense 397.68 1,781.44 

ELCA Mission Support (5%)           0.00    4,375.39 

Total EXPENSES .................................................................... 17,098.19 112,615.73 

Envelope Offering 11,009.50 86,599.00 

Church Maintenance Offering 864.00 6,483.00 

Total INCOME........................................................................ 11,873.50 93,082.00 
 

DIFFERENCE ....................................................................  ( 5,224.69 ) ( 19,533.73 ) 
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STEWARDSHIP 

APPLYING BIBLE PRINCIPLES 
 

 When he was president of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, Gordon MacDonald said, “One of the greatest teach-
ings missing in the American church today is the reminder to men and women that nothing we have belongs to us.” 
We own nothing. We have been given material means to use, but not to own. All that we have belongs to God. He is 
our Source according to Psalm 62:5. We are only managers and stewards of what He has entrusted to us. 
 Because all that we have belongs to God, and because He gives us the ability to obtain wealth, every spending 
decision is in reality a spiritual decision. According to 1 Corinthians 10:31, our constant goal must be to glorify God in 
all of life, including how we use His resources. 
 Stephen Olford wrote this: “ . . . man’s chief end is ‘to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.’ We are to glorify God 
by our worshipful praise (Psalm 50:23). We are to glorify Him by our consistent fruitbearing (John 15:8). We are to 
glorify Him by our spiritual unity (Rom. 15:6). We are to glorify Him by our entire dedication (1 Cor. 6:20). And we are 
to glorify Him by our good works (Matt. 5:16). In this last category is included the matter of giving. Only in this way 
can we provide for ‘honest things in the sight of the Lord.’ The glory of God should motivate us to give and to give our 
best.” 
 If our goals and ambitions are truly set on spiritual things, if our emphasis in life is to glorify God, we will use the 
funds He has “loaned” to us on a temporary basis to glorify Him. We will put His money and possessions to good use 
by giving to His work and by storing up “treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21). 
 There are two key questions to be asked concerning money and possessions: First, are you glorifying God in how 
you are using the money and possessions He has entrusted to you? And second, are you viewing these things as 
yours or as His?  



 

MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MINUTES 
Sept. 3, 2009, 4:30 p.m. 

 

 Present:  Pastor Mary, Bill Gallagher Sr., Don & Irene Neren-
hausen, April Chartrand, Cathie Connell. 
 Weekly lay speaker talks the 3rd Sunday/Wed. of each month 
(called “The Gift of Giving”) will begin Sept. 13 & 16 with Bill Gal-
lagher. Speakers are scheduled for the first 6 months.  Weekly 
bulletin messages and monthly TIE messages have begun for 
September.  Monthly instruction and bible verses will also start 
for High Five and youth beginning in September 
 Still waiting for raffle license so tickets can be printed. Hope 
to have ready to sell at Harvest Supper!  Quilt Raffle drawing will 
be sometime in December. 
 Next meeting Oct. 1st @ 4:30 p.m.  ~Diane Motiff 
 

############  
 

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP PLANNING 
September 8, 2009 

 
 We opened with prayer. Special music has been set for Ref-
ormation and Confirmation Sundays. We decided to try cleaning 
the confirmation gowns first before buying new ones. Discussion 
was held on cost of buying alter linens or having them made. A 
form was put together for the bulletin and Tie for anyone who 
was interested in singing or playing an instrument in church. New 
hymnals were discussed that the Synod has put out.  We closed 
with prayer. 
 Our next meeting will be October 13th at 6 p.m.  
         ~LaVonne Brown  
 

########### 
 
 
 

MINISTRY OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND FELLOWSHIP 
September 1, 2009 

 

 Points discussed: 
 Dates for Fellowship social after Church 
 - October 4 and October 18, Stewardship with sponsoring the 
October 18 social. 

 - November 1 and November 15, possibly the November 1 will 
be the Packer tailgate, we are working out the kinks.  Novem-
ber 15, that is a special social. Pastor will bless the hunters as 
well.   

Discussion about having Greeters at the doors on Sundays to 
help and welcome members. 

Next meeting October 6, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.   
     ~Tammy Gegare 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
MINISTRY OF DISCIPLESHIP, EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

 

 The team is working on a church brochure,  Eucharistic 
Training (see separate information), visiting of shut ins, sending 
cards to visitors of FALC, and the Quilt Raffle (see separate in-
formation). 

 Next meeting: October 15th at 6:30 p.m. 

    Chairperson: Mike Loomis 834-3268  
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MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
 

 We are pleased to report that we have over 72 K-6 
students registered. 
 Thank you to those who have contributed sponsorships 
to the High Five Program: Scott and Bonnie Retzlaff - High 
Five; Judy and John Scanlon - Kindergarten; Eileen Retzlaff 
- High Five; Anonymous - High Five; John & Audrey Carson 
- 4th and 7th grade; Frank & Kathy Votava - 1st grade, and 
Melva Heise - High Five. 
 Thank you to Graham Welch, Derek Henning, and Lee & 
Natalie Bitters for donating DVD players for Confirmation 
classes. 
 Next meeting: October 15th at 6 p.m. 
 

########### 
 

MINISTRY OF BUDGET & FINANCE 
 

Present: Pastor Mary, Bill Gallagher, Jr.,  Ken Cisar, and 
Melissa Gannigan.  Excused: Heidi Stock 
  We discussed the inaccuracy of the Memorial Fund 
Balance, and how to go about correcting it by the 
12/31/09.  We also discussed borrowing money from the 
Intern Checking Account to pay off the loan at Stephenson 
National Bank and Trust, which would save the church 
approximately $1,166.00 in interest. 
 The committee is meeting the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00pm.  Anyone interested in joining the 
committee, or in stopping by to ask questions or to provide 
new innovative ways of handling the church funds, please 
stop by to talk with a committee member. 
 Committee members are: Ken Cisar, Bill Gallagher, Jr., 
Heidi Stock, Lisa Witak, and Melissa Gannigan. 
 Next meeting: October 13th at 6 p.m. 
 

  Melissa Gannigan. Secretary 
 

############  
 

MINISTRY OF BUILDING AND PROPERTY 
September 1st, 2009, 6 P.M. 

 

Item 1: Wish List Items Completed 
 A large screen TV for the lounge was donated. Thank you, 
Lee & Natalie Bitters.  Sanctuary lights are in place. Many 
thanks to the many people who donated to this project.  
The bell tower music is now working. Thanks to Dick 
Jenkins and Dave Dunst. 

DO THE PEW CUSHIONS FEEL BETTER? We spent 10 hours in 
two days clamping pews and installing screws into the 
seats of the pews. Thanks to Dick Jenkins, Pat Scanlan, 
Floyd Behnke, (and myself).  When that was completed, 
we stuffed the cushions and stretched them out. Thanks 
to Lee Bitters, Mike Loomis, Bob Heiser, (and myself) for 
doing this work.  They are very good ‘stretchers.’  Louise 
Ellman and Robin Fonder did the yarn thing.  Thanks to 
all the sponsors and workers for a job well done. 

Item 2:  Phase II 
 The roof should be our next big project. Contributions 

have been coming in. We hope this project will be able 
to be completed this season as it is in great need of 
repair. 

Next meeting: October 6, 2009, at 6:00 p.m. 
        ~Ron Frease, Ministry of Building and Property 


