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Bonnie Schultz
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Dale Hansen, Chair; Alissa Boucher, VBS;
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Don Trepanier

OFFICE HOURS

Monday thru Friday
8 AM-3PM

Worship

Sundays—9:00 a.m.
(Holy Communion
Ist & 3rd Sunday of each month)

Wednesday Chapel—7:00 p.m.
(Holy Communion every week)

High Five: Soup & Sandwich - 5:15 pm,
Class - 6:00 p.m.
Wednesdays
Sept - May
(Age 3 through 6th grade)

“Wednesday Night” for
High School Youth
Wednesdays, 6 p.m.
(Jr. & Sr. High)

Mission Statement

Because we are a part of the family of
God, saved by grace through our Lord
Jesus Christ, we are empowered by
God, to provide the means for Christian
growth, and to equip the members,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, to be
the heart, hands, and feet of Jesus Christ
in our daily lives.

A NOTE FROM PASTOR MARY ZUPANSIC

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

As | write this article — | eagerly look
forward to meeting each of you, partner-
ing with you in ministry, and hearing your
stories! And so, sitting here amidst
packing boxes, allow me to share with
you a bit of my story.

| was born in Pontiac, lllinois, 4 days
before Christmas. I'm told my older sib-
lings were concerned that | was all they
were going to get for Christmas that
year! My family moved to Florida when |
was 3 years old. Florida continues to be
home to my mother and most of my 7
siblings and their families.

In 1980, | graduated from Flagler Col-
lege with a B.A. degree in Deaf Educa-
tion and Elementary Education. After
college | taught High School Religion
and English at St. John’s School for the
Deaf in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. | worked
briefly as Pastoral Worker with the Adult
Deaf in Pittsburg, PA. Relocating back
to Milwaukee | taught fourth and sixth
grades at St. Augustine Catholic School
in West Allis. | was later hired by the
Green Bay Diocese to work with the
Deaf community. Eventually | was em-
ployed by the Norbertine Fathers in De
Pere, as Pastoral Worker with the Deaf.
This ministry provided me with a wide
variety of experiences - religious educa-
tion, pastoral visitation, counseling, dis-
ability awareness, etc. In addition to my
work with Sign of God Deaf Ministry (and
later with the Hands of Christ Ecumeni-
cal Deaf Ministry), | worked as a free-
lance interpreter for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing.

| am a Lutheran by choice! You may
have noticed by now that much of my

experience was primarily within the
context of the Catholic Church. | was
baptized and raised Catholic — and
was very involved in the church.
There came a time in my life and
ministry that | felt called to something
more. | explored a number of de-
nominations — Episcopal, Methodist,
etc. My path finally crossed with an
ELCA pastor. That minister handed
me a copy of the Book of Concord
(which | actually read!). All | can say
is that it was as if someone had
opened a window! | could breath!
What | read in the Book of Concord
rang true. From that point on | chose
to be a Lutheran and have found the
grace and peace of Jesus Christ
within the teachings and traditions of
the Lutheran Church.

In 2003 | was ordained a pastor in
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America and accepted my first call to
Calvary Lutheran Church in Merrill,
Wisconsin. The past six years of
ministry have taught me much and |
trust that experience will serve me
well as | begin ministry with First
American.

These days | share my home with
Auggie, a 7 year old rescued grey-
hound and Eliot a 14 year old African
Grey. You will find out soon enough
that | have a passion for the Gospel,
God’s people — young and old,
and....jogging — 10 miles a day! In
the days ahead we will have plenty of
time to learn more about each other.
Until then, may God bless us all with
the peace of Christ which passes all
understanding.

Blessings,
Pastor Mary E. Zupansic
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1
Parsonage Shine-
Up
2 3 4 5 6 8
9 Worship
Holy Communion |Parsonage Shine- |6 Ministry of 10 AA 4:30 Weight Watchers
Up (if needed) Building & W N -
Parsonage Shine-Up Property 6 “Wednesday Nite” 14:30 Mlsr::j:/g;do;hip
. ) 7 Chapel
6:30 Scouts Pastor Mary’s 7 AA
7 AA Move-In Date P.as.tor Mary
Officially Begins
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
9 Worship 10 AA 4:30 Weight
Watchers
6:30 Scouts 7 Sarah Circle 6 Ministry of  16:30 Harvest Supper |5 Ministry of
2 AA Worship Planning | planning Meeting Community Outreach
7 Installation 7 Chapel () & Fellowship 7 AA
Service for
Pastor Mary
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10 AA
9 Worship Noon: September 4:30 Weight Watchers
Holy Communion Tie Deadline |6 Council Meeting |1:30 Naomi Circle
. ., |8:30 Ministry of
6:30 Scouts 7 AA 6 “Wednesday Nite Discipleship, 7AA
Evangelism &
7 Chapel Membership
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
9 Worship 5 Manna Meal 10 AA
7 AA
7 AA 7 Chapel
30 31
9 Worship NOTE: If your Team’s meeting date is incorrect, please accept our
7 AA

FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH

apologies and contact the office to provide the correct meeting
date/time for accurate listing in the Sunday bulletin announcements.
Your assistance in getting the meeting dates/times prior to the Tie
deadline is greatly helpful and much appreciated. Thank you!

511 Madison Street
Oconto, WI 54153
Phone: 920-834-2460

E-mail: falc@bayland.net

Mary E. Zupansic, Pastor

E-mail: pastor@firstamericanlutheran.org




PAGE 3

2009 VOLUME 5, ISSUE 8

~News-anddNetes...

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF DONATIONS NEEDED

The Women of First American will again be
collecting items for Lutheran World Relief. There
will be two boxes placed in the Narthex on Sun-
day, August 16™. One will be for health kits, one
will be for bath-size bars of soap. The soap can
be bought at the Dollar Store quite reasonably.
You can put together a kit, or put any of the fol-
lowing articles in the box and the ladies will put
them together. Any donation(s) will help. The
items needed are:

- One hand towel, dark color recommended
- One washcloth, dark color recommended

- One bath-size bar (4-5 oz.) of soap, any
brand, in its original wrapping

- One adult-size toothbrush in its original
packaging (NOTE: Toothpaste is no longer
used in the kits.)

- One sturdy comb, remove packaging

- One metal nail file or nail clippers with file
attached, remove packaging (do not substi-
tute cardboard emery boards for the file)

- Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), preferably
1/2" to 3/4"; secure together with a rubber
band

You can also donate additional hand soap which
will also be a part of our contribution. Your dona-
tions will be taken from August 16 through Sep-
tember. If you have questions, call Marion at 834-
4432. Baltimore, July 27, 2009: “Lutheran World
Relief’'s supply of health kits remains critically low
as requests for assistance across the world in-
crease. In addition to the critical need for health
kits, LWR continues to work to meet the requests
for quilts, school kits, sewing kits, layettes and
soap." ~Marion Hartman

Do you, or does someone you know, have dif-
ficulty getting to worship? If you are interested
in providing or receiving transportation, please

contact the office (834-2460) or falc@bayland.net.

HARVEST SUPPER PLANNING MEETING SCHEDULED

The Harvest Supper planning meeting has been
changed to Wed., Aug. 12. Please join us in the
lounge at 6:30 p.m. to help plan this huge fund-
raiser. If you can't be at the meeting, but are still will-
ing to continue the job you've been doing, please call
Carole at 834-4249. Thanks. ~Carole Bartanen

Do You WANT TO KNOW
WHAT’S GOING ON AT FIRST AMERICAN?

In addition to being published in the Tie, the
monthly Council meeting notes, Pastor’s Report, and
Ministry Team meeting minutes are posted in the Nar-
thex, in the display case near the doors at the church
entrance, and on the church hall bulletin board, located
near the office. The Council invites you to attend meet-
ings or to speak to a Council member in person. Con-
tact information is also posted.

BULLETIN AND TIE DEADLINE INFORMATION

We would like to continue publishing the announce-
ments and the Tie timely and efficiently. We have es-
tablished the following guidelines: articles for the Sun-
day announcements are due by 10 a.m. Wednesday
of the week they are to be printed.

The Tie deadline will be the 21° of the month
(space will be held for Teams & Committees meeting
after the 21st)

Ministry Teams and Committees are asked to get
your reports and meeting dates in ASAP. Thank you.

2009 ELCA LAY ScHooL OF MINISTRY

April Chartrand, Jane Weber and Wendy Diehlmann
are registered for their second year of the Lay School
of Ministry. Classes begin in September and meet
once per month, Friday evening through Saturday
afternoon. Tuition is approximately $500 per year. Any
contributions toward tuition and travel expense will be
gratefully appreciated.
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NOTICE OF REASSIGNED MAILBOX NUMBERS

The mailbox numbers (on the wall by the church
office) have been reassigned to accommodate forma-
tion of the Ministry Teams. The Council Officers con-
tinue to each have their own mailbox. The remaining
members will share a mailbox. Items will be noted to
the attention of the intended recipient. Council mem-
bers and Ministry Team Chairs are asked to check
their mailbox for correspondence, messages or other
mailings.

Please note: the Ministry of Christian Education
Team mailbox is combined with High Five, VBS, and
Youth. The Intern Program has been incorporated
into the Ministry of Discipleship, Evangelism and
Membership.

Items for a specific person should be placed in an
envelope with the recipient’s name noted. A printed
list is posted to help you locate the mailbox you need.

FoobD-BUYING CLUB OFFERS SAVINGS

What is SHARE? SHARE is a nonprofit food buy-
ing club that offers good, nutritious products at re-
duced cost through a volunteer-run, community-
based distribution system. Everyone Is Welcome.
Anyone can be a member of SHARE. There are no
membership fees or eligibility requirements. Save Up
to 30-50%! SHARE members save BIG on frozen
meats, fresh produce and other grocery items. Pick
your food every month from the order form online or
in the newsletter on page 7.

Each month, the current newsletters will be avail-
able on the table in the entryway by the dining hall,
Online at www.sharewi.org. The August deadline to
order is August 4™ for mail order and the 9" for online
orders. August 22" from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. at
Oconto Farnsworth Library is order pick up.

~Cindy Henning

MINISTRY OF BUILDING AND PROPERTY
PEw CUSHIONS PROJECT

We have been discussing cleaning vs replacement
of the pew cushions. Robin Fonder and Louise
Ellman have volunteered to straighten and reshape
the cushions. Before they can do this work, however,
the cushions are in desperate need of cleaning. Ron
Frease sponsored cleaning of his pew cushion so
members can see the difference and decide if they
would like to sponsor a cushion. The cost of cleaning
will be around $16 per cushion. If you would like to
contribute to this project, please place your donation
in a separate envelope marked “Pew Cushion
Project.” If you use a check, or if you place cash in
an envelope and note your name or envelope
number, you will receive credit on your yearly giving
statement. ~Ron Frease, Team

NOTES FROM OUR SYNOD
CONVENTION DELEGATES

The East Central Synod of WI was
approaching. Agenda, minutes, resolutions,
nominations, compensation guidelines, and
budget sounded rather boring, but FALC needed
one more volunteer. Synod business was
conducted as published in the Tie. What you
can't read was the experience of gathering with
over 400 fellow Lutherans for opening Worship
and Communion. The music, the speakers and
the afternoon breakouts (such as Laughing
Yoga) were engaging and educational.

~Diane Motiff

Never having been to a Synod convention
before, I expected boring lectures and boring
business... --not the case! We opened with an
inspiring worship service. It is very impressive
to sing with a congregation of more than 400
people! The musician, Ken Medema, was
excellent. We went to one of his breakout
sessions and each purchased one of his CD’s. He
spoke of “singing the Bible,” especially to Kids.

The two main speakers, Rev. Dr. Dave
Daubert and Mr. Ken Inskeep, spoke about the
ELCA’s future and the shift in what people look
for in a church. We must be head-over-heels in
love with God and let God flow through us to
others.

Crossways camp counselors gave a strong
presentation and livened things up with a
couple of camp songs. Oh, to have their energy
and use it to further God’s kingdom on earth!

As delegates, Diane and | did have some
voting on resolutions and other business matters
of the Synod. It moved quickly and efficiently.

It was an enjoyable 2 days and | learned a
lot! Thank you for sending me!

~Bonnie Schultz

(See the Official Synod Minutes on page 5)
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FIRST COMMUNION UPDATE

ATTENTION NEW ACOLYTES!
Several 5" Grade Students participated in

Preparation for Holy Communion and shared their Tom Olson will be scheduling Acolyte
First Communion with their families in June. No- training in September. Watch for informa-
tices in the bulletins and the Tie were overlooked, tion in future bulletin announcements and
leaving students who did not receive First Com- the September Tie.

munion. If your child is of the age to receive First
Communion, please contact the office by phone
(834-2460), email (falc@bayland.net) or mail and
provide the following information: child’s name and
grade, parents’ names, address and phone. This
information will be forwarded to Pastor Mary so
she can arrange preparation sessions and sched-
ule First Communion. Thank you!

MINUTES FOR 2009 EAST CENTRAL SYNOD OF WISCONSIN ASSEMBLY

Cycling through Scripture was the theme of the 22nd Synod Assembly held at the KI Convention Center in Green Bay from June 5t-6th,
385 voting members and 94 non-voting members represented the 142 congregations and partnerships of the East Central Synod of
Wisconsin. The Assembly opened with Worship and Communion led by Bishop Jim Justman and Associate with the Bishop, Rev Joy
Mortensen-Wiebe. Mr. Ken Medema, Brier Patch Music, San Francisco, led the music for the worship and the Assembly. Rev. Dr. Dave
Daubert, Director of A Renewal Enterprise, spoke on God’s plan for the church, and Mr. Kenn Inskeep, ELCA Executive Director of Research
and Evaluation, presented and discussed trends in membership, worship attendance, and giving in the ELCA and the East Central Synod of
Wisconsin. Together, Dave and Kenn spoke on the shifting patterns in Christian congregations. The Resource Center Report was given by
Ms. Darlene Kalfahs, Director of the Synod Resource Center. She introduced the “Cycling through Scripture” theme for the Assembly that
keeps our focus on the ELCA “Book of Faith” initiative, and welcomed people to come in and see the Resource Center displays. Mr. Ken
Inskeep gave the ELCA Ministry Report and brought greetings from Presiding Bishop Mark Hansen. Kenn spoke about our call to be
responsible as Lutherans to look beyond ourselves. A video from Bishop Hansen about the challenges of living daily at the intersection of fear
and hope was shown to the Assembly. Mr. John Emery, Vice President of the Synod, gave the Vice President’s Report, and thanked the
Assembly for their service and their willingness to use their gifts for serve the church. He encouraged congregations to bring the “Book of
Faith” more strongly into their congregations and homes, and to be actively reaching out to the world. Rev. Joy Mortensen-Wiebe reported
that as part of a call to mission by Presiding Bishop Mark Hansen, the ELCA and the 65 synods of our church are redesigning for mission.
Each synod will have a Director for Evangelical Mission; Joy will be serving in that position for the East Central Synod of Wisconsin. This shift
in responsibilities has restructured the Synod staff, eliminating the positions of the Executive Assistant to the Associate with the Bishop, Ms.
Karen Peckham, and the Assistant to the Resource Center Director, Ms. Dolly Bilstad. The Crossways Camping Ministries Counselors
were introduced by Rev Wayne Harrison, Executive Director. The counselors led the Assembly in song and dance. Bishop Justman installed
the members of the staff for their service this summer and blessed the summer camping season and the ministry of Crossways.

Afternoon Breakouts included presentations on music by Ken Medema; Evangelism with Dave Daubert and Kenn Inskeep; Crossways
Camping Ministries; Fox Valley Lutheran Homes; and Laughing Yoga. After dinner, Bishop Justman recognized the ordination anniversaries
and retirees. Entertainment by Mr. Ken Medema followed. The evening concluded with the Holden Evening Prayer, led by Rev. Vicki Simon
and Rev. Ben Sheets.

The yearly Business of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin was conducted during the two day Assembly: Financial Report,
Auditor's Report, Treasurer's Report, 2010 Minimum Compensation Guidelines, and the 2010 Synod Budget were discussed and passed.
2009 Resolutions were: Resolution on Procedures for the Election of Synodical Bishop (adopted, as amended); Resolution for Lutheran
Campus Ministry, Oshkosh, to be included in the ECSW Budget (defeated); Resolution for Lutheran Campus Ministry, Oshkosh, to be included
in ECSW Budget Overage (adopted); and Resolution for Supermajority at the Churchwide Assembly (adopted). Elected to the Synod Council
were: Mr. John Emery, Fond du Lac; Ms. Christine Grunwald, Neenah; Ms. Patricia Filak, Wausau; Ms. Tonia Spofford, Green Bay; and
Rev. Erik Olson, Biramwood. Bishop Jim Justman closed the Assembly with a devotion.

2010 Assembly: Joint assembly with the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin on May 21st-22nd at the new Holiday Inn, Stevens Point.
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FIRST AMERICAN LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONGREGATION COUNCIL MEETING NOTES
July 21, 2009

Present: Welch, Gallagher, Motiff, Berry, Henning, Heise, Mercier, Treasurer Gannigan
Excused: Dunst, Gegare, Hanson, Peterson, Stock

Called to order at 6:09 p.m. Opening prayer given by Paul Welch.

M/S/C to accept the minutes of the June 16, 2009 Congregation Council meeting. Heise, Henning
M/S/C to accept the minutes of the special June 7, 2009 Congregation meeting. Heise, Henning
M/S/C to accept the Treasure’s Report. Gallagher, Henning

Ken Cisar answered questions on the report. There is improvement showing, even being the summer months
when offerings decline. Yes, members will be paid interest due on their loans. Only FALC members are allowed
to use the tax exempt number for making (church) purchases.

Pastoral Transition: (1) Thank you letter from Pastor Ken. He encourages us to work and serve with fervent
prayer, open and honest communication with each other, the congregation, and Pastor Mary Zupansic, and a
strong desire to share the good news of Jesus, our Lord, with our community and the world. (2) Received a letter of
acceptance from Pastor Mary Zupansic.

Ministry Team Reports: (1) Budget & Finance stated in treasure’s report. (2) Building & Property will have Phase
2 ready for August meeting. (3) Discipleship, Evangelism, & Membership still working on updating membership,
visiting shut-ins, congregation brochure, & quilt raffle. (4) Worship planning special music for August 9. (5) Christian
Education is getting ready for High Five to restart in September. Working on adult education programs, youth and
Five High curriculum & standards of conduct, and confirmation class standards. They will need support/funding
from the council and church. No reports from Community Outreach, Fellowship or Stewardship. Intern Committee
will be a part of Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership. There is still a need to update roster lists for ministry
teams including chairperson (phone#/e-mail), secretary, meeting day and time.

Old Business: (1) M/S/C to pay Office Manager accumulated extra (training) hours. Berry, Gallagher. (2) Offering
envelopes must be ordered by August 1, 2009 to qualify for discount. Derek Henning will check on.

New Business: (1) Tie deadline is the 21% of the month. E-mail your team reports to the church office.

(2) Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership team is looking into Lay communion visitations. (3) Paul Welch will
contact Floyd Behnke about the history of FALC membership.(4)Building & Property team will evaluate the property
assets and insurance values.

Correspondence: (1) Thank you from Faith VerBruggen. (2) Community Outreach (Tammy) will contact Crystal
Kobus about video taping chapel worship service. (3)Discipleship, Evangelism & Membership will look into Mortell
Photography for a Church Directory at a later date.

Publication Items: (1) Thank you to all the “angels” who have been planting and watering flowers at the Werth plot
in Evergreen Cemetery. (2) Tuesday, August 11 2009 will be the installation of Pastor Mary Zupansic at 7:00 pm.
(3) Cleaning the parsonage will be August 1-3, 2009.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - AUGUST 18TH @ 6 PM (3rd Tuesday of each month)
Questions? Suggestions? Proposals? Opinions?
The Council invites all members to contact them or to attend meetings.
(If you wish to be placed on the agenda, contact Council President Paul Welch.)
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TWO CENTS FROM THE TREASURER AND PRESIDENT

Brothers, and Sisters,

The month of July has come, and gone. One year ago we said good-bye to Pastor Rick, and
hello to Pastor Ken. This year we've said our good- byes to Pastor Ken, and are eager to say hello
to Pastor Mary. VBS has come, and gone, 5 weeks until the start of the 2009-2010 school year;
where does the time go?

The council has worked and continues to work extremely hard to bring back, and to keep the
various Teams that assist in making First American Lutheran successful. All of the individual
groups that make FALC a whole have been hard at work, preparing for the close of one year, and
have begun to think about the direction, and project(s) they want to accomplish in the upcoming
year. Sometimes in life, we hold more ownership/pride in some projects than we should,
including over-analyzing one detail, instead of looking at the big picture. This is one of many
philosophies that the Council has kept in the back of their minds and in their prayers while
tackling the many concerns that we all have expressed to them. They have made decisions for
the betterment of the church, the church as a WHOLE, and not for individual persons,
committees or groups. Please keep this in your prayers in the upcoming months as we all are
faced with new ideals.

My opinion, based on some rumblings that | have heard as of late, is that our congregation
continues to have a lack of trust. As in any relationship, trust plays a key role.

We, as a congregation, have selected the current Council, and we have put our trust in them
to pull us through the pastoral transition, and to help us turn around the financial hardship that
the church has been experiencing for quite some time. We need to trust in our Council, our
incoming Pastor, and prayerfully trust in one another.

May God Bless each and every one of you,

Melissa Gannigan, FALC Treasurer

COMPARISON OF ACTUAL CORE EXPENSES VS. ACTUAL CORE INCOME
(FOR JuUNE 2009)

MONTH YEAR TO DATE
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Jeam HReports

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY TEAM MINUTES MINISTRY OF BUDGET & FINANCE
Holding for Stewardship Program Materials

~Diane Motiff Holding for Phase Il Information

(Also see page 7,

HHHHHHAAH Core Expense vs Income Report)

MINISTRY OF WORSHIP PLANNING
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MINISTRY OF BUILDING AND PROPERTY

MINISTRY OF EVANGELISM AND DISCIPLESHIP
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MINISTRY OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

MINISTRY OF FELLOWSHIP/ COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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